
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE MILITARY COURT IN MJuXlLO-

Unless it were later intelligence from France, ol
which we are in hourly expectation, showing in
what manner the new Provisional GoveriimenPaml
the People have been able to maintain between theni
a good understanding, and at the same time to exe¬

cute the laws, &c., we do not know that any thing
is likely to be so interesting at this moment as the
subjoined Proceedings of the Military Court assem¬

bled in Mexico tor the purpose of inquiring int.* the
conduct of the Commanding General and other high
Officers of our own Army.
National Palaok, Mexico, March 15, 1848.
The Couit of Inquiry ordered by the President of die I ni-

ted States to inquire into certain alleged charge* against Major
General Pillow and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Dcsca*,
preferred by Major General Scott ; also, to inquire into cer¬

tain charges atrainst Major General Scott, preferred by Brevet

Major General Worth, met this morning at 10 o'clock. The
members of the Court are as follows :

Brevet Brigu.lier General Nat«a!» Towson, Paymaster
General, President; Brig. Geu. Calk* Cuaiuae and Brevet
Col. Wm. G. BtLK.^r, Lieut. Col. Alb Infantry, members;
Capt. S. C. Kidollt, 4tli Artillery, Judge Advocatc.
On the Judge Advocate reading the order requiring the

Court to assemble, Gen. Scott presented himself, accompa¬
nied by Col. Hitchcock, Inspector General; Capt. H. L.

Scott, A. A. G'. ; Lieut. T. Williams, A. D. C., and
o'.ber officers ol the General i staff.

All preliminary business hiving been arranged, the Court
announced itself ready to proceed in its deliberations.

Gen. Scott rose and said that, at the proper time, he
would ask of the Court what persons were to be before it as

accused parties, and what subject* it designed to investigate.^The Judoe Advocate was deMred by the Presidei.t <

read the orders for the assembling of the Court, which having

^Ge^S^TT addressed the Court, stating tbat it vras his
desire at the commencement of the proceedings that all the in¬

terested parties should be present in the court though he did
not deem this at a!! independable ; he w°uUI$satisfied with any order or rule that m.ght be adopted by the

. Court in thai particular; but, as some remarks he might have
to make would particularly refer tj Lieut Col. Duncan, he
desired that that officer, above all others, should be present.
He aUo wished to be informed by the Court whether any
officer, separate from himself, Major Gen. Pillow, and
Lieut Col. Duscas, were embraced in the order read by
the Judge Advocate as accusdl parties. Gen. 8. did not
have the si ghtcstVesire to embarrass or retard the proceedings
of the Court; he said it would materially enlighten his path
in the courso he should deem proper to pursue, if he could be
informed of the impression of the Court in that particular.
The Court wiohiug time for delibeiation, the room was

clear*! for the space of half an hour, and upon being reopen
ed, the following decision was rendered :

41 That the conduct of Maj. Gen. Pillow and Brevet Lt.
Col. DuacAS will, under the older, be investigated, as far as

their conduct is involved in the charges preferred against them
by Major Gen- Scott ; and also the Court will examine into
llie merits of the complaint of Brevet Maj >r Gen. W outii

against Major Gen. Scott ; and no other parties are bctore
the Court under any order known to the Court.'
The Court also informed Major Gen. Scott that all the

parties to which the order referred would be present in court
the next mornii:g, at the regular hour of meeting.
Gen Scott then rose and said : That the Court might well

conceive h »w much, how deeply, he had been wounded by
the informatioa just communicated. Far distant from bis
ciuntrv, his home, and his family, he fjund himself but a

prisoner at laree in the capital of the Mexican republic ; struck
down by the supreme military power from a high command.

- a command of some considerable elevation, of some consider¬
able glorv.the highest, perhaps, in view of the numbers, the
valor, and proer.-sa of the army, held by an American soldier
su.c* the day# of Washisbto*. A or was this all. He
found himself placed as the chief criminal before the Court,
and was inform* d that one of the parties against whom a spe¬
cific charge was preferred by him had been acquitted and re¬

warded, before-trial, by the highest constitutional military
authority of our country. The accused had now become the
accuser, the judge the criminal. Deeply wounded as I am
conUniH-d the General, I pause, but not for ideas.they crowd
upon me ; not for want ot feeling.my feelings are too deepf(i utterance : but I wish. Mr. President, to keep in order.
if these remarks are not so, I bow in deference to the decision
of the Court.

,The Psbsidbwt, in reply, staled that the remarks weie

infringing upon the rules of order, and Gen. Scott immedi¬
ately resumed his sent.

. . ,

Whereupon the Pbbsidbxt declared the Court adjourncd
until the following morning.

Second Day.March 10, 1848.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment; and, in addition

to the gentlemen present on the day previous, were Major
Generals Pillow and Worth, and Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan.
Cjuite a host of colonels, captain-, and others, from the new

and old line of the army, were in the room.

The Court being duly organized, and the members duly
.worn to perform their duties impartially, Ac..

Gen. Scorr row and said that he was present tor the pur¬
pose of hearing any thing that could be laid against hun re¬

garding the appeal which, if he understood correctly, had been
placed upon the record of the Court. The General then pro¬
duced a paper, which he said, with the consent if the Court,
he intended to read, relating to matters connected with the
arrest of Lieut. Col. Duncan. He remarked Uiat he did not
consider it a bar in any of the proceedings regarding any and
all charges brought against him. He stood there ready to
meet any accusation.be frit himself strong, morally and
physically so.

Tbe President of the Court interposed, and said that no

action would be taken on any letter not then formally before
the Court.

Gen. »c«tt said that, if the Court did not permit him to
elite |)|« opinions in regard lo letters which be knew to be the
source upon which the charges were brought against him, then
be no longer stood there a suppliant for justice. He took bis
stand in an aUitude of defiance.
The President said that Gen. Scott's remarks were prema¬

ture, and requested the Judge Advocate lo read the following
letter :

HtABRCAHTX** Of TUB Pi *ST DiriltO*,
Taeubaya, [Mexico,) March 14, 1848.

To Gen. N. Towiow, Pm. Court *J InquirySi ¦ ; In the matter of my appeal from Major «*«». Scott,
Commar.der-in-ehief of the Army, the President lias done ine
fall and ample juttiee. In view ot the interest and harmony
of the service, I desire to withdraw the accusations which I
m<l< in that appeal against Major Gen. Scott.

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, W. J. WORTH, Brevet Maj. Gen.

Afwi the reading of the letter, the Court sat with closed
doors for some time, and upon their being re-opened, the
Judge Advocate announcedth»t all motion*, questions, points,
Ac- intended to be introduced before the Court, should be

in writing.
()«a. fteott raised an objection to the decision of the Court.

He said this was to him a new proceeding. Wa» he to he
atopped at every corner, to be in a measiye opposed in bis
eflorte lo acquit himself Yet still he would use every effort
10 carry out the objects for which the Court was formed.^ He
therefore would cheerfully submit to the decision of the Court,
and my no m«re on the subject.
The Court here remerki-d that the proceedinga in the case

of General Seotl would be stsyed for the present, if no ob¬
jections were made, and proposed to proceed to the case of
Oen. Pillow.

Gen. Hewtt said that he would require a short time of the
(Joorl |o reduce to writing the few remarks made by him be¬
fore leaving the Court. He desired those remarks to be
plaerd upon the reeofd, with a few more remarks he was about
to alter when stopped by the C*ort. It would save the ne-
11 artj .f other proceeding* which he did not desire. He
we<iM ask of the Coort not to take up the case of Major Gen.
PWtow until it bed disposed of that of Ll<ut Crf. Duncan.
He aaid he bed prepared what he bad to say in that case in
writing, knowing bow difficult it was for the most intelligent
rrpurter (end be understood there were several preeent) to
catch every point submitted.
The Court mads some remark, to which Oen. Scott re¬

plied thst his object was, in preparing the case, to save thne
I* the Coort.
An objection was raised by Lt. Col. Duncan, who said

thai the Ceart was now organized to inquire into the case of
Use. Heett alone, and could not go into that of his (Colonel
Duassw's) caee. The Court for that purpose should be spe-

Gea Menu proposed reading a paper relative to the charges
Col. Duncan, but the Court interfered, and did not

W*.
Gen. Pillow her* rose, and requested that a hearing shoold

ha given M his caee. He came there prepared for it, and re-
..i n- hoomuhI of the ICourt an opportunity of vindicating

He entered the eervice under a law that would re¬
quire Mai la go promptly oat, and he waa most anxious on ar-
(wowt a# lbs pr«^shditiee of peece If hie caee was postponed
it might extend beyond the time thet be would be retained in
*s army. Oen P. concluded by begging the Court not to
ro-eed in the ewe of Col. Duncan first.

The Court remarked that the cm< of Gen. Scott should
first be settled; but on further discussion i'. was deci-led that it
should be laid aside until next day, in order to {jive Gen. Scott
an opportunity of placing on the lecord the paper before allud-

The Court thi n concluded to proceed with the coac ot Col.
Duncan j Gen- Pillow lieing a-sured that if Col. D.'s case was

likely to take up much time of the Court, it should also be laid
aside, and hi* case taken up.

THE CASE OF LIEUT. COL. DUNCAN.
Gen. Scot! roee, and, with a abort preface, read ihw follow¬

ing document to the Court, which wa* iiow duly organized in
the case of Col. Duncan : 11
Mr. President, and Gentlemen ofthe Court :

1 desire, under permission, to make the following statement
in pretence and hearing of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Duncan,
which may save the time of this Court, as well as that ot the
thirties h.tore it.

I have laid two charges, with a specification under each,
against .the Lieutenant Colonel. The first alleges a breach
on his part ol an old general regulation of the army, republish-
ed anil re-established by the President of the United St'ates
January 28, 18-17, against the publication in newspapere, kc. J
of unauthorised letters or reports from an army In the field,
(tending the campaign they relate to, and which regulation the
('resident directs all in military authority strictly to enl'oice.
As a principal couservator at the timeof the peace, the har¬

mony, and discipline of the army, I thought it my duty to ar¬

rest Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan tor a publication of that cha¬
racter, and laid the specific charge in question, which I duly
submitted to the President of the united States, in order that
he might appoint (a* no other could) a general court martial
fur its trial. The President having thought proper, on on ad¬
mitted, certain, and specific fact, to order an inquiry into, and
not a trial of the matter, it is clearlv not for me to uphold this
regulation against the evident indifference on the subject. 1
therefore withdraw thatcliarge and its specification, and utter¬
ly decline, without furthei orders from the President, to pro¬
secute it before this or any other tribunal.
The second charge and specification, which I thought it my

duty, but most reluctantly, to prefer against the same gallant
officer, relates to matters of lact therein set forth, quoted Ironi
the same letter, republished here under his own signature.
Hoping and believing that the statements made in that repub¬
lished letter, however injurious to the truth ot history, and to
the same extent to myself, were made trom the want ofcorrect
information, and from no intention to misrepresent facts, 1
courteously sent a staff officer to invite Lieut. Col. Duncan to
visit me, la-fore I penned that second charge and its specifica¬
tion, intending to point out to him the terrors of fact commit¬
ted to refer to the evidence, written and oral, to confute those
errors ; and 1 pledged myself, through the same messenger,
Lhat, if the personal interview should not result in heneht to
die Lieu'enant Colonel, it should not by possibility, if I could
prevent it, work an injury to him before any court. My re¬

quest was courteously declined.
I desire now to give to Lieut. Col. Duncan another oppor¬

tunity of saying whether he was uot ignorant, at the time ot
writing the letter, of the facts.1st. That, long before leaving
Puebla for this basin, in August last, it had been my bias and
expectation that the American army would be obliged to ap-
proach the Mexican capital to the left, or south about of the
Lakes Chalco and Xochimilco ; 2d. That, after general head¬
quarters hail reached Ayotla. August llth, 1 had showed au

equal solicitude to get additional information of that route and J,
those nt the Penon and Mexicalcingo; 3d. That besides send¬
ing from Ayotla, August l'ith, oral instruct ons to Brevet Ma¬
jor General Worth to push further inquiry into Chalco, as to
the character of the southernmost route, (around the two

lakes,) 1 sent, August 13th, to that General, written instruc-
tious to the same effect, from the same place.my quarters at
Ayotla ; 4th. That during my stay tliere, from the 1 Ith to the
15th of August, I sent a Mexican of intelligence from Ayotla,
ilMkpnndent of Brevet Major General Worth's, all around to
the villa ,e of Xochimilco, to report to me whether any recent
change had taken place in that route, either in the way ofarti- j
ficial defences or fiom overflowing of the lakes; and, 5th,
That in the evening of the loth of the same month, 1 caused
Capt. Mason, of the Engineers, to be instructed to proceed the
next morning to the headquarters of Brevet Major General
Worth at Chalco, in order to his being employed in reconnoi-
tring the same southern route, in which service the Captain
found himself anticipated by the reconnoitring party under
Lieut. Col. Duncan, who had already, several hours before,
advanced by orders of the said General, acliug under my re¬

peated instructions, on that service.
1 am aware, Mr. President, that I have no right to call up¬

on Lieut Col. Duncan before this Court to give either a gene-
nil or specific answer to those points. Htf is theretore entire-
ly at liberty to take no notice of them, and certainly his silence
ought not, and cannot in law, operate to his prejudice, here or

elsewhere ; but if he answers the interpellation in the affirma¬
tive, saying that he was ignorant of the material facts asserted
above, I stand ready to withdraw and abandon, upon his word,
the second charge aad its specification which 1 have preferred
against him. Respectfully submitted.8

WINFIELD SCOTT.
Mexico, Mabcii if», 1848.
Lieut. Co!. Duncan then wrote and submitted the fallowing
rejdy :

.. In writing the letter to which Major General Scott refers
in his piper just presented to the Court, vix. the ' 1 ampicoletter,' 1 believed the facts therein set forth to be lubstwmalh)
true ; I still believe so. 1 had no desire to detract directly or

indirectly from llie merits of any officer, >«id no one can regret
more than myself if 1 have done so."

Gen. Scott here reiterated that he had no right to interro-
I gate Lieut. Col. D., and that his (Lieut. Col. D.'a) silence
could not be considered as prejudicing him. The answer given
did not meet the inquiry he had made. The question was,
was Lieut. CoL D. ignorant of the facta, Ac. On his answer
to that question would turn the course he (Gen. S.) should
pursue.

Lieut. CoL Duncan then made an addition to hia former
antwer, and presented the whole in the words following, as

his reply :

" In writing the letter to which Major General Scott refers
in his paper just presented to the Court, viz. ' Tampico letter,'
1 believed the facts therein set forth to be substantially true
!still believe so. 1 have no desire to detract, directly or indi-
rectly, from the merit of anv offiec r, and no one can regret
more than myself if I have done so. 1 have no evidence that
the statements presented in the paper of Major General Scott
are facts . if they are so, I certainly was ignorant of them when
I wrote the Tainpicj letter, ami learn them now lor the first
time. Respectfully submitted.

JAMES DUNCAN, Bvt. Lt. Col.
.. Mexico, March 16, 1848."
The cane of Col. Duncan was then, by order of the Court,

laid asile for the present.
THE CASE OF MAJOR GENERAL PILLOW.

After the members bad been qualified in this case, the Judge
Advocate proceeded to read the charges of Geu. Scott against
Gen. Pillow.
Gen. Scott akso proceeded to read a written argument in

this case, which be prefaced by observing lhat he was there,
as he said before, the accused instead of the accuser, stricken
down from a high command, and far removed from home and
family .placed aa it were in a crowd where all had to scramble
for justice ; and therefore be would not proaecute the charges
which be proceeded to detail to the court.

In the statement laid before the court by Gen. Scott, was
set forth the repeated efforts and overturea mode by the latter
to effect an amicable arrangement of what he considered to be
a breach of discipline committed by an officer of the army.
But it would appear from the same statement that Gen. Pil¬
low refrained from having any such arrangement or explana¬
tion as waa proposed by Gen. Scott. Gen. Scott, in conclu¬
sion, proposed, however, to witbdiaw all the charges made
against dm- Pillow by bim, unless, aa in the other caae, per¬
emptorily ordered by the court, or by the President of the
United Stales, to proaecute them further.

Gen. Pillow roe* and infbimed the court that he protested
against any aoch course as that proposed. He would place
hirnstlf on the justice of the case, and be demanded an in¬
quiry. He waa ready to vindicate bis conduct, and be would
and did desire an investigation into it at the banda of the
court.

Gen. Worth said, that, as hia name bad been introduced,
and aa lie felt Home concern in the termination of the proceed
ings of the court, bs begged permission to file a very brief
etatement in reference to the auhject matter then before them.
The Pieaident roee and made a remark, which we did not

exactly heai, when Gen. Scott rose and aaid that he had yet
to learn by what right or rule the gentleman who laat address-
ed the court wax permitted there to introduce himself to the
attention of the court, or whether the subject he brought be-
fore the court belonged properly to lbs business of tbe court.
The President informed Gen. Scott that he wa< i.ot in or-

der, and added that when tha gentleman (Gen- Worth) »|>oke
to the Court, the Court waa not aware what be waa about to
communicate. ,

Gen. Scott. Neither did the Court know what I wae al>out
to communicate just now, when the Court thought proper to
arrest me in my remarks.
Tbe President. Major Gen. Scott is informed that this Coort

lias its rights, and will not be in any way restricted. Tl»e
j Court further informs Major Geu. Scott that he baa his rights,
and be shall be fully sustained in them.

Gen. Scott. Major Geo. Hoott baa been endowed with rights
by the God of nature, and the same Power has given him the
power to maintain those rights, and he asks no other.
Some remsrks having been made on the subj-ct of rorrea-

poodence relating to Gen. Scott and Gen. Pillow, Ihe Presi¬
dent ordered an adjournment of tbe Court until 10 o'clock
neat day.

Third Day.March 17, 1848.
The Court met at the usual hour, 10 o'clock t but owing to

the absence of Gen. Scolt, the husineea of the day did not
commence until II o'clock, the hoar when the Oeneral en¬
tered the Court.

Gen. ftcott commenced by apologizing to the Court for the
delay he had occasioned the proceedings, but he had l>een in¬
formed lhat the Court would not ait on that day, in conse¬
quence of a report having been spread that the day would lie
eet apart to do honor to the funeral ob«equiea of the late ex-
President Joss Q. Anawa. The Oeneral requested a delayof a few minutes, in order to make emne aherationa in one of
tfte documents submitted by him to the Cemrt, in reference to
the cm of Lieut. Col. Duncan-

Qen. Scott, after a ahort time, eubmitted the document to
the Court, which contained hia language of yerterday accept¬
ing the repfy of Lieut. Col. Duncan, which is as follows :

" Wher«vpon Major Gen. Scott, niter .utnig thai amide
uvalence, written aud oral, was at buud to substantiate 111.
averments in respect to tbo route around i^k, » \c>ctioiuiloo
aud Chaloo, said 1"= »c,c l(led the statement <il i-aut. CoL
lWau anil accordingly withdrew the second charge Will Us
specifications against that ottieer, and should abandon Hi pro¬
secution here and elsewhere "

This paper was accordingly received and entered ou the re-

f ,rd a portion of the pioceediiiga of yesterday.
M,h Gen Scott presented two letters which were . |>art of

tLe correspondence vih Cw. Pillow, admittedand desired ibat they should be placed on the record as such
Tbe 1'resident said that he would prefer dttpoewi °l ll'e

ot' Col. Duncan first.
Urn Scott »aid he would be perfectly satisfied with what¬

ever course the Court would pursue Owing to tbe rn'suii-

Jer.tai.ding he labored under, relative to the Court not being
ouen to day, be neglocted tbe promise made by him yesterday,oi , resenting a certain document, ic. There were persona
etnpl vi'd at that moment copying it, aud it would bo in the
Court in a few moments.

,

After aonie deliberation the Court decided to take up the
C4p'e of Lieut. Col. Duncan, and the room was cleared.
0n the Court being re-opened, the following decision was

read in the case of Lieut. Col. Duncan.
..»;i.«That all further proceedings in this case be stayed

report can be made to and instructions received from the
retarv of War in the premises."

CASE OF GENERAL SCOTT.
The President informed Oen. Scott that his case «a» en

before the Court. Upon which Gen. Scott submitted the fol-

'^' in reference to the construction put by die Court on the
orders of .he 1'residcnt oC the United Mates underw"
assembled, thut only the conduct of Major Gen. St-oit. J
i l'illow and Lieut Col. Duncan, as set forth in the wi itu", JeS.". .«..»«,h,n>. i. » ».-Jgjiiitu and not iliat of Brevet Miyor Gen. Worth, against
there was also a written charge laid before the Prcsulent: tf the

S^G'rWorti'To'trCo^ 'withdrawing hi.

Mull ami ample justice,»the said Soott several times eswjed

°l *llT£-Mn!"aZ Gentlemen of the Ciurt , Here, ia the
Capital of Mexico, conquered by the American

fesww^S^wsatrthe'AlmTgbV1'urVi-feeline IHyselJstrong in«*££»
the letter withdrawing the appeal against me in *

SSssd«s&«K*»5
brought forward to be tried again, while! he, my J ,

forever. Again, Mr. Presidcn ,
,N-1NF1KLD SCOTT.of tiefiance

".Mexico, .March 17, 1848."
Worth roseOn tbe reading of the above document. Gen. Worth row

and asked if he might be permitted to a>k a quest.oa of tbe

CGe,^ Scott here inteirupted, and said that he under.toodthat
gentleman (Gen. Worth) to 1* here only as a prosecutor,
a.d as such he had no nght to speak.

('resident. These interruptions cannMbe indulged in.
Geu. Scott Don't apply that remark to me, sir.

s?r:ksssz&F >p"« ^
rate upon the document ihen belore them.
On the ooenina of tbe Court it was announced hat pro

ceedings in the c.se would be stayed provided noobjeeUons
i Kv th*» nnrliee It was also announced that tuSrtMlTS-^ S-fr£ £-.£order to itive the members time to consider the |»per prei;C»» '«»». >»"»",ni

Gen Pillow was ordered lo commence.

CASE OF GENERAL PILLO\V.

SS/SSsS^i
(and sn answer hi had also) yesterd.y, but did not do*, through! some inadvertency on his part. He then read the loUowmg:

Citi ok Mexico, NovsMBta 18,'8+7.
Sin Understanding that the General-in-ohiefhas it in con-

i ,4^.:.;.,, erf,js?k,s?^3£'listai.t posts in the interior, and supposmgtl^ .ei rgan
Xatiou of the " realtor." has been ordered wrtk^a^eWjJJtiecomes

in

n-"."""rr't
<&2JT&v*kK'21iniormeii »¦» .
, .f the senite »nd my,,lTthl "o i »/»wfo and impartial triuls neither whichj Sdil mj^tieue. are ordered to distant pa. of the

country. Very respectful I
^ plLLOW, Gen. U. S. A.

To Car»t. H. L. Scott, A. A. A. G.
i Umn the reading of the letter Gen. Scott remarked that he
wrote on the back of it, and directed tbe Adjutant Generalr~.i t. Scott) to forward to Gen. Pillow the folding reply :

HE*»av'AHTKns or thk Aaiar or M"tco,
Mrxico, December 50, 1847.

Sir I have laid your note, dated November 18th, 1847,
instead (by mistake)" the 18th InsUnt, betore the General-in-
tbief who intrusts ma to reply as tollows .

He is well aware that the food ofthe service and the ton*c'"-
enc of 'he parties require tliat there should he no un.void.ble
delsv either in the commencement or PreXtrial' Hence, by the hr.t opportunity, he aske<l tb. Kresi
den, as the Uw ^l.ged him, a. the
ease that a reneral court martial might be orttePefl, »n<l, wun-M^nresumine to name the place of meeting. tAk . or grantedoui preiuinmg i

. . ()fr,cel t who woulil be neededit would be near tbe great body ol onicers w i.

as members of the curt and witnesses Hence also, He, I *
General-in-chief, in the letter he caused to be address^ to
von on tin- 30th ultimo, proposed tojcmto^ke,ju <ifHoftition* of ocriiiin witi»cMc» then here, bat *nouttoro-turn^o the United States, in order to save some t.o months
in sending home, after the meeting of the court, » commis¬
sion totake the deposition. oHihe lW'{^ZiTln-JTlo entertain the hope or expectationth.t the court

a^aimbe^ti StSS <rl thiTTm, .op a.
military oi»en»tious for a time again.t the public enemy. Vhe-
theryon potseM tne influence so to embarraM the public service
'* J^^onclusiors r.mTn['trtic»cd to -) that, .hould , court be

.rdT. for yourJ^Hn^.-^!hW Of the time that will be nee£dt'ommii.ion for uking the depoaition. of tbe witn.
"

respectfully, ks. H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G.
Major General Pillow.
The Court intimated to Gen. Pillow tbatit was ready to re¬

ceive anvcoreapondence which he might tbink proper topresent.
I Gen. Pillow aaid that be wished lo know if Gen. Scott
persisted in his determination of having the communication
[.resented by bim the day before recorded.
Gen. Scott replied that he would abide by that document.

The Court would perceire tbat in it be stated hie reasons for
abandoning the prosecution. He had nothing lo do with the
piper i it belonged lo the Court.

_... .The psper above mentioned was read to Grn. Pillow by
the Judge Advocate, as follows :

Mr. Pretident mid Gentlemen of the f ^tr'Having, in the maimenanee oi what I deem-cl a neceasary
discipline, drawn up charges
officers then under my command. I tran.roWed the
KT._^_urr'28tb 1847. to the Secretary ot War, with a request,
in each^a<^^ tha' the Pre.ident of lL Unite.l States -der
the act of Congress, ofMay 29 h, 1 §30, would appoint a General
Court Martial for the trial of tbe same.

l ,This Court of Inquiry is the result: I arn stricken down
from my high comm....!', one of the arrested <oneraU.s pre-
.riiuitted and rewarded, and the oiher parties-ihe jndge.nd
his prisoner, the accuser and the sccnsed the .nnoeent and the
guilty are, with that strange exception, all thrown alike before
vrtti to tcrsifiMf tor j«xHim ^a/*,In the case of Major General Pillow I h»4 preferred two
charge.; the flrtf. with one .peeification, rr.,»cting a prohi¬bitedpolitical ion in the newspap.-rs ofthe 1 i.iied States, and
tbe second embracing a great number of specifications.
Mr. President, considering that I a.ked for » (.eneral[CourtMartial to try, and definitely to determine, ease, .pecificallydefin-d'and it out, and that this prelimmurj Conrt has no

power beyond th» mere colleetitig o« fact., .ml ginng an in-

JSOaS JXpSS"~ "f.1" «¦..!"¦ t"*, .l. I 'mteil States in the long interval that haa been

at least are chargeable 10 delays at Washingt.m and not one

gKsffiSSSsasttsre
the United States, in

now rw-the testimony of several of those important »itne
.tired to civil life, and therefore not eompelklWW

?**l7 °°urt at home, or to testify L«ci"ore a commission
duly yydbfd by Mich .quit;

Considering that (he season is near at bant* w hen the court
*fcu the parties will not be able to leave this coui.,try (or home
without great jx-t 1 a to lite:
Considering that there it a near prospect of a n,nce be¬

tween the United State* and Mexico, which may be cousuru-

*afety
"** l° cl,*l),e w^0,e »rmy to return home iu

Considering that, immediately on mch consummation,
Major General Pillow would, by the express terms of the law
under which lie holds his commission, be out of the ai mv

Jibuti U° lo"Kel' «nn;ualile 'or bis ac'.* to any military
Considering that, in preferring the clutrge* ngaiiut that

officer, 1 was moved solely by the desire to preserve the dis¬
cipline and honor of the army.not having ever had the slight¬
est personal quarreler difficulty with him.and that the time
bai probably gone by for benefiting the icrvice by u conviction
and punishment:

In view of all tline considerations 1 shall. Mr. President,
decline prosecuting the charges aud S|>ecifications uiraiust
Major Guueral Pillow before this preliminary court, without
Us special orders, or the further instructions of the President
ol the United States. Respectfully submitted.

M
WINFIKLD SCOTT.

Mexico, Maiuh 16, 1848.
Gen. Pillow having withdrawn his opposition to the above

document being recorded, read the following preamble :

»lfr. Presitlent and Gentlemen of the Court;
In reply to the paper submitted by the prosecutor in litis

case, in which he, for the reasons therein stated, declines to
prosecute the charges against me, 1 beg leave respectfully to
say, that 1 see, in the reasons assigned, none to justify his de¬
termination.

First, it is said bv Gen. Scott that " he is stricken down
from high command, and that one of the arrested generals is
pro-acquitted and rewarded, and the other parties, the judge
and his prisoners, the acctist r and the accused, the iuno-
cenl and the guilty, are, with that strange exception, all thrown
before you, to scramble for justice as we may."
How (he icleaseot Gen. Worth, by the Government, should

be thought to constitute any reason tor abandoning the prose¬
cution against myself, I am at a loss to understand.

I was aware, from my condemnation be/ore trial in General
Orders " No. 349," that the prosecutor acted us ajudpe, and
condemned unheard the victims of his displeasure, but 1 did
not expect that he Would avow before this Court that he con¬
sidered himself sti I myjudge. 1 thought this Court were the
judgesol the case,and that he wus the prosecutor; and can¬
not understand how the fact that the Government has ordered
the charges preferred against him by Gen. Worth to be inves¬
tigated can afford any reason why he should not prosecute his
charges against me, if I am guilty.

It is true that Major Gen. Scott has been suspended from
command ; but I presume that circumstance does not debri-w
him of his pro f. I, too, was stricken down by the urin of
power, wielded by himself;.arrested, and held a prisoner, con¬
fined to the limits of this city nearly three mouths, and am not
now restored to command. If a command be necessary to en¬
able him to prosecute the case, it must be equity necessary to
enable me to defend myself. Agreeably, however, to well-
established military usage, while under the charges of Gen
Worth, he was properly suspended from command, and in this
respicl we stand upon equal footing.
The assertion ««that the whoJe labor of the case must be

gone oyer again" is made under the assumption that he can
maintain the charges and prove that they are true. But in
this I expect to show that he is mistaken. This assertion
based in error, can therefore afford no reason for aUwdouiuit
the prosecution.II any witnesses have gone to the United States, they went
either by hta orders or b) his permission, aud without my hav¬
ing the power to detain them.
The two witnesses (not in the line or staff of the army)

whose depositions were proposed to be taken are st.ll within
reach both in this city Gen. Pierce, the geieiral officer who
1 suppose, is alluded to in the letter, is a material witness for
myself. The very fact that he was known to the prosecutor to
be a material wiiness, constituted a reason why he should not
have permitted him to leave the country.
The General-in-chi f knew that the effect of ordering ror

witnesses out of or allowing them to leave the country would
be to deprive me of their testimony altogether, or greatly to
delay the proceedings in the case.
No rule ol law is better established in all courts titan that n

party who voluntarily put* witnesses out of the way, or con¬
sents to their going, is not entitled to one moment's considers-
tion or delay on that account. The other party, who is thus
deprived of proof necessary for his <lefei.ee, has a right to cum-

plain and ask for indulgence ; but, in this case, 7 am the party
injured by the prosecutor (who controlled the witness?*) per¬
mitting them to leave the country pending hi* application for
a court martial for my trial.
The prosecutor had no right to ask me to take proof before

am- court was ordered lor the investigation of his charges. The
thing in itself is unheard of, eitlier in civil or military courts.
In declining what he his no right to ask, I deprive him of uo

right, no privilege, no proof, and he cannot in that find any ex-
cine lor lading to prosecute his charges, it; in filet, 1 atn not
known by him to be innocent of the charge preferred.

I lie great delay ol one hundred and ninety <lays ha* been
excessively oppressive upon myself. The |iublie prints *how
that the application for the court martial reached the city of
V\a hington about the 26th of December, 1847. The order
lor thu Court was issued on the 13th of January, 1848 aud a

supplementary order on the 17th of the state month, making
about twenty instead of fifty day*' delay at Washington. A.
tint delay, however, has not affected the prosecutor, I do not

asVdutyarO reason for now abandoning what he once regarded
The assumed objection to the adjournment of the Court to

the United St.tes has no force. The case would be more

promptly decided by this very cour*e, and thi* too with the
least d tr iuent to the publie service. Gen. Seott ,«> « po.r
compliment to the houor and integrity of his own witnesses
when he assumes thst they will decline to appear befor; the
Court to testify to facts deeply affecting the purity of the
service.
The sickly *e«»on, so justly dreaded, will not set in until

after the business of the Court in this eity mav be readily con¬
cluded. Th . consideration that a speedy pnee mav remove
the army at onoe from this country, ha*nothing to do" with the
issues ; it is impossible that peace can be concluded before the
proceedings of the Court.
1 he fact that my commission expires with the war is an ad¬

ditional reason for prosecuting the charges, inasmuch a*, if
guilty, the interett of the service require* tbat I should be pun¬
ched. and if innocent that I should hate the benefit of an ac¬

quittal. The eontideration thst the time ha* gone by for ben¬
efiting the *ervice by a conviction and puni.hment, ha* no
farce.it i* never too late to do good. The Gcneral-in-ehief
has been pleased to say that "be lias been moved solely by the
desire to preserve the discipline and honor of the army not
ever having had the slightest personal or other difficulty with
him," (myself.)

I refrain Irom making any comment on thi* pasiage of hi*
paper, in the full confidence that during the progre** of thi*
investigation the fact will be made manifest, whether personal
or public consideration* have most influenced the General-in-
ehief in thi* prosecution.
Some of the charges preferred against me by Gen. Seott are

oj the gravest character, affecting, if true, my own honor, and
if false, Ass. His reasons lor abandoning the prosecution have
no force, singly or collectively. He objects that a court of in¬
quiry ha* been substituted for a court martial. From the cha¬
racter of the par-tie* concerned, a* well a* the nature of the of¬
fence* charged, the surest punishment will be Jound in the judg¬
ment of a just and enl ightened public. That judgment will be
founded on facts, and to ascertain those fact* a court of inquiry
is ss competent as a court martial. The prosecutor further
say* he will not prosecute thi* case unless this Court of the
President of the United Stales slisll order him to do so.
What right has he to expect either will make such an order >

Did either ot these order him to srrest me and prefer these
charge* » He (the prosecutor) professes to believe! am guilty.
It so, it is his duty to go on with the prosecution. As yet all
the presumptions of law are that I am innocent. What right
h*. he then to reonire the Court or the President to make an.
order that he shall prosecute charges which he voluntarily pre¬
ferred, and which he now ha* an opportunity of establishing,
if indeed he can prove them at all ?
Hence it will be seen that if there was any reason for arrest¬

ing roe and preferring the charge*, these reason* still exist $
and it the General-in-chief was actuated, a* he *ays, by the
sole desire to preserve discipline in the army, the same prin¬
ciple ot duty would still make it proper for him to proiccute
hi* charges, and prove me, if he can, gnilty.
The conclusion that a conviction and punishment would be

of nb avail it an atsumption of the feet that he can procure my
conviction, and, without producing the proof of my guilt, he
endeavors to leave upon the mind of the Court the impression
that hi* failure »o prosecute the charge* doe* not proceed from
any doubt on hi* mind as to my guilt; and while he would thus
deprive me of an opportunity to investigate the facts, he wishes
to fix upon the record of thi* Court the impression that I am
gw/ty, and that he can prove it, but for the reasons astigned he
doe* not proceed in the ea*e.

This Court having been ordered by the Government to In¬
vestigate and report the feet*, I am now here, ready and
anxious to go on with the proceedings, should such be the plea¬
sure of tbc Court, and to fully vindicate roy conduct and de¬
fend my character against eaoh and every chargc which the
t»encral-in<>chicf has preferred Against me.

I am not, however, willing to follow an example of doubtful
propriety, by attuming an nttitndr of defiance before thi*
Court, but thai) acquiesce in its deciiion, be it w hat it msy.

I am accused, under many specifications, of nnmerou* of¬
fence*, several of which are, if proven trne, sufficient to con¬
vict me before a court martial. Doe* Gen. Scott mean to *ay
tha' he has no witnesses present by whom he can prove any
of these charges, or doe* he rcfu*e to prosecute me on one or
more of them because the evidence is not at hand to conviet
me of all f

If the General-in-ehief had withdrawn his charges from the
conviction that the impressions under which he originally
acted were erroneous, and that from subiequent information
he was satisfied he had done me Injustice, it would have saved
me the necessity of adopting the course which I am now bound
by my owe honor to pursue.It ha* thus been shown that the reasons assigned by Gen.
Seott for abandoning the prowcution are insufficient. If be
still persist* in hi* determination I shall hold myself acquitted
of hi* accusations, and the world must 10 regard it. With
this view of the case I submit the whole matter to the consi¬
deration of the Court, with the remark that I hope the Court,
by the action it may take, will proteet me from the consc¬

iences resulting from the course on the side of the proeecn-
tion. Respectfully submitted.

GID J. PILLOW, Msj. Gen. U. S. A.
Citt or Matico, Msarn 17, U4*.
Gen. Seott roee and said be bfd but a single word to Bay.

. ""rfe witoees had left the country with his permMUon
except Gen. Pierce, end, i« other* had gone, it was an easy
to harn taken the deposition of Gen. Pierce aa that of any

The Gomt then adjourned until ten o'clock on Monday.

Foibth Day.JVa' aRCH ^
The Court met this morning at > .'«**! ¦*"*£ ¦ad¬journment. The cowd of officer. K'f«ntfully ^u^rd the

<leepfeelingcaiit>ed by circumstance?, ihe i"v«»Ugu lu" V which
had caused the organisation of thai Couil.

'J'he proceedings of the last day hating be*"11 rt>" > lie

Judge Advocate.
# , _

.

Gen. Pillow said he would beg permission of the «>urt o

present a paper bearing upon hi* case.
(Jen. Scott here roae and remarked that rumors hud come

to his knowledge, which had been f eefy rt*culate.l through
the city, that the Court had it in contemplation rtrml/y to ad¬
journ to tho United Htatea, and refer all paj>ersawd documents
now before it to the Government. If such decision (said l«en.

Scott) has been taken, or ia likely to be taken, I desire lo
submit a paper containing a definite proposition to the Court,
and I request that that document shall be read previous to any
other.
Tho President said the Court had come to no such incision

on the subjcct.
The Judge Advocate said he was requested ff lien. Worth

to read a document presented by him, (Gen. W.) and submit-
ted it to the Court.

Gen. Scott said he objected to any paper or document pre¬
sented by Gen. Worth, as ho (Gen. W.) Was not connected
in any way with the aubject before the Court. He regarded
him in no other light than ho did any bystander.
The President said that no paper or document would be read

by the Court which it (the Court) did Rot think in order. If
it did read any sueh document, it was then optional with Gen.
Soott to object.

Gen. Scott said he-had been in, and understood how pro¬
ceedings were conductcd in higher Courts, (the Supreme
Court,) and it appeared to him that the Cowt which he was

then before, had no precedent in the mode in which it was
about to proceed. It was assuming a position somewhat dif-
ferent from that which he had seen assumed by other Courts.
Was the Court, he would ask the question, to prejudge the
case > IThe President said the Court could not admit ot interrup¬
tion, and announced that the Court was closed, in order tode-
liberate as to whether the letter submitted by Gen. Worth
should be read.

.

'

On the doors being opened, the Judge Advocate read the
decision of the Court, to the effect that all iwpers connected
with the investigation before the Court would be received, but
that presented by Gen. Worth could not.

Gen. Scott requested to know if ihere was any subject be¬
fore the Court other than his (Geu. Scott s) immediate case,
us he held in his hand a paper, which he intended to read ; at
the same time he begged to assure the Court, if any thing had
fallen from him which it mipht construe into disrespect of
that body, that nothing of the kind was his intention. Here
Gen. Scott commenced reading a paper, when he was inter-
rupted by the

President, who said the Court was abaut to consider upon
t subject then before it.
The Judge Advocate was then requested lo read the previ¬

ous conclusion the Court hod come to regardiug the with-
drawal of the charges aguinst Gen. Scott by Gen. Worth,
which withdrawal was lett optional with the CoUrt.
The President (hen announced that the Court would sit

with closed doors, to consider on the above subject, and come
to a final decision thereon.
On the doors being opened, the Judge Advocate read the

the final decision of the Court, which was that no further
proceedings be taken on the subject.
A short discussion here arose regarding the reading of a

document presented by General Pillow, which he (Gen. P.)
requested to read.

Gen. Scott at the same time held in his hand another docu¬
ment, which he also requested should be read first, giving as
his reasons that, on being read, it might have a tendency tocome-
what alter the tone of the other (Gen. Pillow's) document.
The matter was concluded by the document presented by Gen.
Pillow being read, as follows :

Citt or Mexico, March 20, 1848.
.Mr. President and Gentlemen ofthe Court:

It will be seen in the paper presented to the Court by Gen.
Soott, on the 1 Gtli inst., that here/use* toprosecM/ethe charges
preferred bv him against me, but does not withdraw thero.

In the reply to that paper which 1 submitted upou Ihe 17th
knit. 1 endeavored to show that the reasons uttirned by him
wire not thoae which determined hi* course, and I expressed
my readiness and anxiety to proceed with the investijjalion.Gen. Scott still persists in his determination. Its bis paper,
however, he recognises the right of thi* Court to order him to
prosecute the case.

In order, therefore, that I may not be understood as assent¬
ing to his course, nor as waiving even that motle of having his
charges against mc investigated, 1 now distinctly interpose my
objection* to his -ivithdrawal from the prosecution, and I re¬

spectfully ask tike Court to order him to prosecute the case.
In making this application 1 hope I shall not be thought cap-
tious, or considered troublesome.

1 am aware that, under the circumstances of this case, as
now presented to. the Court, every presumption of law, and
every inference of lact, from Gen. Scott's own conduct, is in
my favor, and I should submit the case to the Court, and the
impartial judgment of a just pu'dic, without my present ap¬
plication, but for the great weight of character possessed by
jeneral ScoU, and for his having substantially reiterated his
cliarges in his communication to the Court.

If the Court shall decline to make the order upon General
Scott requiring him to prosecute the oase, 1 beg to call the at¬
tention of the Court to the position in wh'cn the esse will
then stand. The charges having been preferred by General
Soott, were entertained, and their investigation ordered by
the President.
This Court having convened for their investigation. General

Scott seeks to defeat the investigation by withdrawing from
the prosecution. The charges are, however, still before the
Court, snd undisposed ot.
A prosecutor is uot necessary to authorize the Court to pro¬

ceed. The authority of the Court is derived from the order
of the Government, not from Gen. Scott, and itsdmy, under
thst order of the Government, requires it to proceed with the
investigation without regard to Geo Scott's course Neither
civil nor military courts will permit the purposes of justice
and the rights Of parties to be defeated or endangered by the
course of a prosecutor. The prosecutor liaving once come
before the Court, is bound by its order, and will not be allow¬
ed to control the aetion of the Court, or to relieve himself
from difficulty by withdrawing from Ihe prosecution of a c»se
which he cannot sustain, where he has been the means of do¬
ing injury by instituting proceedings.
To allow an offioer to prefer charges seriously affecting tl»e

cliaraeter and reputation of others; to arrest the victims of
his displeasure ; to hold them prisoners until his application
could go three thousand miles, and a court he ordered and
travel to the seat of war, and then, when that court is conven¬
ed, and the party is before the court, ready and anxious for an

investigation ; under sucJi circumstances, after all the injury
which the party aan inflict has been accomplished, and after a
false imprisonment of ninety days, to allow s prosecutor qui¬
etly to withdraw from the prosecution, and thus defeat the in¬
vestigation, and in the very act of withdrawal to endeavor to
fix more deeply the injury and more indelibly the stain upon
the character of the accused, is a proceeding to which it will
be difficult to 6nd a parallel in the history of any civil or mili¬
tary tribunal.

I cannot, in silence, submit to what I conceive to be such in¬

justice. I respectfully maintain that, while these charges are
before the Court, f snd they were placed there by the order of
the President of the United Slates, and not by Gen. Scott,)
that it is bound, in doty and in law, to proceed with the inves¬
tigation t and I stand here and respectfully demand, as a leral
right, that it do so. I cannot suffer my character to be thus
blackened and tradoced with impunity, and I beg of this Court
to allow me an opportunity of vindicating my conduct against
the imputations of the prosecutor.

While, therefore, I must submit to any decision of the Court,
I deem it my dntr to present this spplication, as the only hope
left me of removing the ImpuUtions cast upon me, not only in
the charges themselves, but in the very paper in which Gen.
Scott withdraws from the prosecution.

Respectfully submitted, G1D. J. PILIXIW, U.S.A.
Gen. Scott then stood up, and, with a few remarks, read

the following :

.Mr. Preiident and Gentlemen of the Court.
I have heard unofficially, with extreme pain, that you are

likely to adjourn, in order to await, in this country, the further
instructions of the Kxecutive, whether I shall be held to pro¬
secute before this preliminary Court the charges and specifica¬tions I have heretofore preferred against M^jor Gen. Pillow
and Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan.

Under such decision I should necessarily be held the prison¬
er of this Court somewhere in the republic of Mexico, with¬
out command, until the season ol the vomito on the GtM coast
shall have passed away.say about the beginning of Novem-
her.a period of more than seven months.unless, indeed, the
whole army should in the mesn time evacuate the country, in
which case, though without functions, I shall be ready to share
with it all the dangers of pes ilenee.
This necessity of attending upon the Court results from the

commands of the Executive, through the War Department, in
these words:
"You are directed by the President to attend the Court of

Inquiry wherever it may hold its sittings, and when your pre-
sence before or attendance sqion the Court shall no longer be
required, and you sre notified of that fact Iw the Court, you
shall report in person at this Department for further orders."
My incarceration, therefore, would be complete, unless,

during the interval of forty days or more probably, judging
from the fate ofmy demmtd for a General Court Martial, one
hundred, I may visit New Orleans, and take, going and return*
ing, the double hazard of falling by the rellow fev»»r.

Certainly this Court eould not eome tn any decision, before
or after all the investigation, calculated to operate a more un¬

expected or distressing hardship upon me.
.Mr. President, smong the many reasons I hare heretofore

submitted for declining to prosecute, at ihistime, in this coun¬

try, and before this preliminary court, the charges, Im. I had
preferred against Maj >r General Pillow.not to recall the
case of Lieut. Col. Duncan.the sixth was in thes . words i
.. The season is near at hand when the Oourt and the parties
will not he able to leave this country for home a ithout great
peril to life."

That reason, and the understood wish of the Executive that
the service might be snared the embarrassment of iri-estigat-
i g the eases referred to in Ihe orders on the Court's record,
combined with my own extreme desire, since 1 was suspended,
to return to my family, had aa much influence upon me, per¬
haps, as all the other weighty considerations 1 have presented
in shaping my course, before this tribunal, towards M^jorGen. Pillow, and not a little on that towards Lieut. Col Dun¬
can, after his answer to certain Inquiries, which ere recorded,
k respect to my own case, I did not suppose it would delay

.'£& .
ticcuft( r.

' ,,l"lu,le rt**»nce to my

therlimv-.Vf/' l're»i(Je'"» * «»> to I* held h^res uH.onei inIffjjfegrrT5#'" «¦' i-nifi..
ington, I am readT^T ». I LB° l%*tUr" fro»J W"»'-
e>*r itiu Court shall mm to

.loU^* "P» "&*'>-

notwithstanding the p^Lbihty tifift Ge" {*iUo*>
may <aily disband ^.^d L̂

MUnmoova, &c , unJcsn the Coert should foresee >.. "T^ ^
fonrnraent to the United State*. curly ad-

In roijKct to .he absent witneMes, I desire to ,h«t g^,.

1. W®T! "l:dcr*<,Jhw,ne by th« f,r* 'rain, (NovemWl 7£~for. I had formed any intention of arresti.L ,(.. K.^al .S"
cer la question ; and, indeed, before 1 had become ac^ aim,3"

very partially, with a small noMber ol iff£SSS£|
o his .barge. 11/ th« subsequent traina-the IVVo.d lCLi.
her 9, and the Ami, (January U,>-oU,e,
allowed to depart, because I thuuglit itWild beMea,Tahd£
Miyor ben. Pillow'® refusal to taku depositions Ure to "

all as H would Ik- to ivoall or to take thVdepositio^' bl^
**. f». *>."* other witne^CnJ^wi^X

it rain (March 6) under the directions of my meeessor ii
command. Ue.pe.tKui, submitted,.

U

y« V, ^
WINFIELD SCOTT

Mkxico, Mabi-h 30, 1848.
14,

CASE OF GENERAL PILLOW.

ik
1 r°n !he *l^e bfmff.read» ,he President announced that

(etS . WOUr g01D,° '^ cawofGen. Pillow, and request-

the Cou't w,,neMCB on ««her aide should be furnished

J he Judge Advocate was accordingly desired to read the
charge, preferred against Gen. Pillow, which was accordingly
done, and winch are a. follow. :

8 y

Chahoi I, 1 tulutmn of a General Regulation or standing
orderfor the Army.

Spectfieution.In thi., that ihe said Major Gen. Pillow
uid, at Miacoac, or other place, near the capital of Mexico, on
or » out A ugust 27, 1847, write and dispatch, or cause to be
written and dispatched for publication in some newspaper of
the Lnited State., a letter, article, or communication,-por-
|H>rting to give an account of certain military operation, be¬
tween the force, of the United State, and tho«e ol the republic
of Mexico, on the lUth and 20th of Auguat, 1847, in and
about Contrera. aod Churubuwo, near the Mid capital in
which operation, the said Pillow bore . part, and which let-
ler article, or wmmunication, a. wa. intended and designed
17, ^ ?/Uow'. "*"» m Ju« under the signature of
Leomdas, partially printed and published in a New Or¬

leans newspaper called the New Orleans Daily Delia, of the
date of September 10, 1847, a copy of which i. hereunto an¬

nexed, and reprinted entire both in The bulletin and The
Daily Picayune, of the . «nd 16th of the same month, other
newspaper, of the same city, copies of which are also hereunto
annexed : all this |>en<Jing the campaign between the Mid
torcea of which the ..id operations made a part.
Charoi II..Conduct unbecoming an ojffieer and a gen¬

tleman:
Specification 1. In thi., that, in order to falsely magni¬

fy tbe generalship, valor, and prowes. of the Mid Gen. Pil¬
low in the public opinion of the United States, through the
newspaper press of that country, and hastily to preoccupy that
opinion at the expense of other commanders in tbe tamo fields
ol Contreras and Churubusco, as well as in utter disregard of
truth and decency, the said letter, article, or communication,
signed ''Leontdas, ' written, dispatched, and published, as
aforesaid, contains, among others, the following false state¬
ments and assertions : 1. That the action [meaning that of
Oontreras, commenced on the 19th of August, 1847 1 had
now become with the advancing force, very severe ; and Gen.
Pillow, sering five or six thouMnd men advancing from the
city to reinforce the enemy, whom he apprehended would fall
upon Gen. (Jadwalader's rear, detached from Gen. Pierce',
brigade Col. Morgan's regiment, (which wa. yet within
reach,) mid ordered it instantly to the support of Gen. Cad-
walader s ; . whereas it was Maj. Gen. Scott who, being then
up, early in the afternoon, with the said Pillow, and seeing
the said advancing reinforcement of the enemy, directed him,
the said Pillow, to push forward the Mid Morgan and hi. re¬

giment, then in reserve, to the support of the said Codwalader.
, % '1 bat "late in the evening General 8co« came upon
the field and brought with him Gen. 8hield.'s brigade of vo¬

lunteer., whom he advanced to the support of the force, under
Gen. Cadwaladcr, but it was so late they did not get into posi-

"U,U 'D lhe n'&htwhereas the Mid Scott did not bring
with him Shields's brigade, but had, early in the afternoon,
(not evening,) preceded that brigade, and had, long before ite
arrival, personally given the .aid order to the Mid Pillow to

push forward the Mid Morgan and hir regiment to the support
°' "lJ Cadwalader 5 and whereas, also, the said brigade
of Shield, wa. not only up in time to bear a moat important
part in the general action of Contreras, early in the morning
of August 20, 1847, but to give strength and confidence to
the position of the said Cadwalader and other., near Contre¬
ras, in the preceding night.

3" £h#t "lhc next ®o»»ng before daylight the brigade of
Gen. Pierce advanced in execution of the original order of
battle, renewed tbe aMaull in front," Ac , designing it to be
understood by those words, that this movement also was made
by toe direction of the Mid Pillow ; wherea. tbe movement in
question wa. male by order of the said Scott, given through
L.pt. Lee, of the engineer., who had brooght to the Mid
Scott a suggestion to that eft ct from Brevet Bng. Gen. Smith
then the senior officer at the village or hamlet near Contreras,
the enemy's entrenched camp, aud with the conception or ex¬
ecution of which movement the Mid Pillow had no agency
whatever.

'

4. That «. having achieved thi. signal victory, Gen. Pillow
immediately resolved to pursue the retreating force, of the
enemy, evidently claiming and designing it to be understood
by thoM word, that the victory of Contreras, early in the
morning, August 20, 1847, was achieved by or under com¬
mand of the Mid Pillow : whereas the Mid Pillow had slept
the night before at San Auguatin, from four to «x mile, from
the American troop, who achieved that victory, which had
been decided and rendered perfectly complete long before
the said Pillow had come up from 8an Augustin that morn¬

ing, or had arrived within communicating diatance of the
Mid field of battle ; and evidently claiming foT the aaid Pillow,
or designing it to be understood by the Mid word, last quoted,
that be (the said Pillow) commenced the Mid pursuit, or or¬
dered the victorious American troop, to commence the pursuit
of the enemy from the camp of ContrerM which had ju.t been
carried as above by the American forces : whereas that hot
pursuit had been commenced by the aaid Brig. Gen. Smith,
with all tbe American troop, at hand, except a brigade or de¬
tachment temporarily left to guard the nid camp, long before
the Mid Pillow had come up with the head of tin purroit, a
mile and a half or two miles from the Mid camp, or bad been
heard from thai morning by the Mid Smith, and long after
the Mid Smith had been personally joined in tbe uid pursuit
by his Mnior in rank, Bng. Gen. Twifga.

5. That, " during thi. great battle, which laated two day.,
[meaning the military operation, of the 19th and 20th of An
glut, 1847, including the battles of Contreras and Churubus¬
co,] Gen. Pillow wa. in command of all tbe forcea engaged,
except Gen. Worth', diviaion, and thia waa not engaged, ex¬

cept in taking the la* work".meaning the tele du ponl ol
Lhurubuaco , wherea. tbe Mid Pillow was not in the actual
command of the troop, nor of any part of tbe troop, who
gained the said victory of Contrerao, nor did he command
more than.one brigade of infantry (Cadwalader's) in the bat-
tie of ( hurubusro that followed on the name day, and the
.aid battle of Churubusco being tbe only conflict in which the
said Pillow participated or had any agency whatever on the
said day.

6. That "Gen. Scott gave but one ordes, (meaning dur¬
ing tbe same Iwo day., Augurt 19 and 20, 1847, on tbe oc¬
casion of the same battle or battles of Contreras and Chu-
rubuaco,] and that was to reinforce Gen. Calwalader's bri¬
gade meaning with that of Shield* in the afternoon of
Augnet 19, 1847.designing by thoM word, that it .hould be
understood and believed that he, the Mid Pillow, wa. the ge-
neral planner and director of all the operation* of the aaid two
days : wherea. the mid Pillow himmlf, in common with other
principal commander., received many order, from the aaid
Scott during the Mid two daya, which order, contained the
only griieral plans of battle, ami operation, which were fol¬
lowed or executed, ao far m the said Pillow wa. concerned in
the Mid two day..

7. " The General', [meaning the Mid, Pillow'.] plan of
battle ^meaning at Confrere.] and the dispontion of hi.
force, [meaning the said Pillow'.] were most judiciou. and
successful," and "General Scott was ao perlectly well
pleased with it [meaning the Mid plan] that he [the Mid 8cottl
would not interfere with, but left it to the gallant projector
[meaning the said PillowJ to cany into gloriqu. snd euccew.-
lul execution : whereas tbe plan of attack or battle, upon or
at tbe entrenched camp at C.ntreraa, ao succeawfully executed
in the morning of Augurt 20, 1847, was conceiv.d and de¬
termined upon by Bvt. Brig. Gen. Smith, the immediate com¬
mander of the troops, who, under the aaid Smith's command,
earned the Mid camp at a time when the .aid Pillow wa.

many miles off, and had no communication whatever, direct
or in i rect, with the said Smith, nor any communication what¬
ever with any of the troope then under the .sid Smith's com¬

mand, after an early hour in the previous afternoon, except
merely in transmitting, about the middle of the Mine afternoon,
.>e said Scott'a orders to the siid Morgan's regiment to sup¬
port the Mid Cadwalsder, which was an interference on the
p«r t of the Mid Scott with the Mid Pillow's pretended " original
order of hatileand the Mid Soott, in the course of the fol-
lowing night, further inlet fered, in the presence and hearing of
the Mid Pillow, with hia the .aid Pillow', pretended "origi¬
nal order of Itattle," by Mnding the Mid Capt. Lee to order
and to accompany Col. Ransom with the 9th infantry, and
eome detachments of other regiments, to attack the Mid camp
of Contreras in front early the next morning, according to tbe
.uggeetion of the Mid Smith, brought to the Mid Soott by tha
.aid Capt. Lee.


